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December 7, 2022 

Town of Taghkanic 

Town Board Meeting 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading  

 

6:35 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held a meeting on the above date to review the Draft 

Zoning Regulations.   

 

Town Board:  

Present:    Ryan Skoda    Supervisor  

 Joyce Thompson   Deputy Supervisor ZOOM 

 Elisabeth Albert  Board Member  

 Elizabeth Craig  Board Member ZOOM   

 Kara Gilmore   Board Member   

 Linda Swartz   Board Member 

 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk  

 

Absent:    

 

Supervisor Ryan Skoda turned the meeting over to Board Member Linda Swartz. 

 

     
Section 40 Use Table 

 
Adult Use:  Is it necessary to list this use in the Use Table?  Per ZC’s consultant, this use cannot be 
prohibited, but it can be restricted.  Limits in the state regulations (like proximity to a church or school) 
would essentially prohibit the use in our existing business district; however, if the “business” area was 
extended along Route 82 to the town line, those restrictions might not apply.  Since it has been several 
years since the ZC discussed this topic, Joyce will ask the land use lawyer if the rule has changed. 
 
Art Studio:  The definition of Art Studio says this is the “workroom”, and does not include any retail 
sales.  The Board suggested that since this use has little impact to the surrounding properties, it should 
be moved to the General Uses section of the Use Table and permitted (“P”) all districts. 
 
Bakery:  The Board had a long discussion about home bakeries in which the home owner is baking and 
selling baked goods from their home on a small scale.  This use meets all the requirements of Section  
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60-E. Home Based Business (in fact, “home cooking” is an example listed in 60-E.2.). The difference 
between a home bakery and a commercial bakery is scale.   Section 60-E. sets parameters that are 
based on New York State Building Code, such as the number of employees and space requirements.   
 
The discussion about home bakeries turned to a lengthy discussion about businesses in residential 
districts (something that is more than just a “home-based business”).  It was suggested that “umbrella” 
regulations be created for residential-based businesses.  The Special Use Permit process would allow 
for public input.  It is proposed that the title of Section 60-E. be changed to to “Business in Residential 
District.  It is suggested that “home” be defined to make it clear that “home” means the entire 
property, including the principal dwelling and all other buildings and structures (define). 
 
Joyce will ask the attorney what NYS Building & Residential Code says about Home-Based Businesss and 
will also pose this question to the New York Planning Federation. 
 
No changes were proposed to the Use Table for the following uses:  Bar; Car Washing Station, 
Commercial; Day Care Facility/Day-Nursery; Excavation; Gasoline Filling State/Convenience Store; 
Kennel; Medical, Urgent, Dental or Eye Care Clinic; Motor Vehicle Repair Shop, Commercial; Recreation 
Area, Commercial; Tavern 
 
The following uses on the Use Table had changes proposed as noted: 
 
Business, Professional/Administrative Office and Business Service:  These two uses are permitted as 
Home-Based Businesses as long as they meet the requirements of Section 60-E. They both appear on 
the  
draft Use Table as prohibited in the residential districts and permitted with Site Plan Approval (P*) in 
the MU district.  It is proposed that they be changed to P* in all districts.   
 
Construction Yard:  This use is listed on the draft use table as prohibited in the MU district.  However, 
the proposed larger MU district would provide adequate space.  It is proposed that the Use Table be 
changed to S Δ (Special Use Permit, with access to State or County highway) in MU.   
 
Eating Establishment: There is no proposed change to the draft Use Table which lists this use as 
prohibited in residential districts and requires Special Use Permit with access to State or County 
highway in the MU district.  However, the code should be checked to ensure that food service is 
allowed in Agri-tourism operations regardless of zoning district. 
 
Printing, Retail or Wholesale:  It is proposed that this use be changed to Special Use Permit in all zoning 
districts.  (Draft Use Table currently lists this as prohibited in residential districts and Special Use Permit 
with access to State highway in MU.) 
 
Shops, Craftsman/Artisan:  No proposed change to the Use Table.  Definition in Section 20 will be 
amended to include art galleries. 
 
The Items found under the Lodging heading are held over for discussed after Elizabeth Craig completes 
her review. 

 

          



 

 

 

 

 

3 

The Town Board will set more dates for the review of the draft zoning at the December 12, 

2022 Town Board Meeting. 

 

Court Clerk Holiday Pay: Clerk Rogers I received a text message from the Court Clerk 

inquiring holiday pay.  All Board Members agreed the position of Court Clerk is part time. Per 

Town Handbook Holiday pay is not an option.  

 

UHY, LLP 2023 Engagement Contract:  Board Member Kara Gilmore motioned to approve 

the 2023 UHY LLP Engagement contact, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent   
 

Executive Session: NONE 

 

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, seconded by Board 

Member Elisabeth Albert the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm, carried unanimously by all 

members present.  The next Regular meeting will be December 12, 2022 at the Taghkanic 

Town Hall. 

 
Audience:  Sam Pratt   

   

ZOOM 
Audience: Joyce Thompson Elizabeth Craig Barbara Hermance  

 

  

 


